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MEXICO RESORTS TO FORCE 


NCE more Mexico gives evidence that 

it is far from being a true political 
democracy. The revolutionary movement 
which began on March 3 comes as a great 
disappointment to those who had hoped 
with ex-President Calles that Mexico had 
finally arrived at a point where a transi- 
tion could be made “‘from a one-man rule 
to a more permanent and stable rule of 
institutions and laws.” 

The immediate occasion for the revolu- 
tion was the intensification of the election 
campaign which should culminate on the 
third Sunday of next November, when 
extraordinary presidential elections will 
be held. Valenzuela, the candidate whom 
General Manzo and Governor Topete of 
Sonora are said to be backing, on Feb- 
ruary 9 delivered a sensational speech in 
Sonora declaring war on Calles and his 
followers. When;-shortly afterward, Gen- 
eral Manzo left Mexico City for Sonora, 
it was rumored that he was organizing 
a military movement against President 
Portes Gil. On February 20, however, 
both General Manzo and Governor Topete 
telegraphed to the President that these 
rumors were absolutely unfounded. 

The situation is very similar to that 
in October 1927 when the presidential 
candidates, Arnulfo Gomez and Francisco 
Serrano, realizing that their opponent, 
Obregon, was certain of being elected, 
tried revolution as the only means by 
which they could obtain power. Since 
1927, however, certain changes have oc- 
curred which render the present situation 
more serious. In July 1928 President- 
elect Obregon was assassinated and, in 
the subsequent trial of Toral, moral 
responsibility for the act was fixed on a 
Roman Catholic nun. This and the sub- 


sequent measure requiring all priests to 
register their addresses on penalty of be- 
ing considered implicated in the recent 
reprisals against the government, have 
greatly increased the seriousness of the 
Catholic question. Valenzuela has not 
missed the opportunity of bidding for 
Roman Catholic support, and his _nick- 
name “Captain General of the Cristeros’”’ 
shows the extent to which he has become 
identified with that element. 

The labor group is also disaffected. 
The CROM, the most powerful labor or- 
ganization in Mexico, which supported the 
Calles Government during the 1927 crisis, 
withdrew its support of Provisional 
President Portes Gil last December and 
ordered all its members who held govern- 
ment offices to resign. This was a pro- 
test against the labor legislation which 
Portes Gil was pushing and to which they 
were strongly opposed. 

But the revolt is not merely the result 
of conflicting principles. Personal ambi- 
tion which has with few exceptions been 
at the root of all Mexican unrest is again 
the driving force. And, as usual, the 
sources of discontent prevailing among 
certain elements have eagerly been seized 
by the rebel generals to vindicate their 
revolt. Just as in December 1923 de la 
Huerta justified his rebellion by alleging 
that Obregon was “imposing” Calles on 
the country, the leaders of the present 
movement allege “the secret rule of Plu- 
tarco Elias Calles,” and state that it is 
their aim to terminate that rule and re- 
store religious freedom. 

Due to the illness of Secretary of War 
Amaro, former President Calles has been 
appointed to direct the military opera- 
tions of the government forces; and the 
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government is confident that Mexico’s 
greatest general will be able to bring it 
safely through this crisis. Whether he is 
successful or not, however, the principle 
will unfortunately be re-established that 
supreme power in Mexico goes to him 
who most effectively controls the army. 
A. S. W. 


The Nineteenth Cabinet Crisis 


ERMANY is once more in the throes 

of a parliamentary crisis. Attempts 
to reorganize the Miiller “Ministry of 
Personalities” which was formed on June 
28, 1928, admittedly as a stop-gap, have 
failed repeatedly. Chancellor Miller re- 
mains in office, but the political situation 
in the Reich and in Prussia is extremely 
difficult. 

It should be understood at the outset, 
however, that this crisis is but another 
of the many which have agitated Ger- 
many since the foundation of the Repub- 
lic ten years ago. The present Miiller 
Cabinet is the eighteenth government in 
the past decade. Due to the multiplicity 
of German parties, government by coali- 
tion is the only possibility in the Reich, 
and the choosing of practically all of the 
eighteen Cabinets has been attended by 
political bargaining which has intensified 
the parliamentary crises and greatly de- 
layed the formation of a ministry. It is 
unfortunate that the present crisis should 
have developed at a time when Germany 
needs to present a united front in view 
of the meeting of the reparation experts 
in Paris and the discussion of minority 
problems by the League Council in Ge- 
neva. It is all the more unfortunate, 
therefore, that some American corres- 
pondents in Berlin, evidently basing their 
dispatches on incomplete information of 
the sort usually emanating from a famous 
hotel bar in Berlin, should have sent sen- 
sational cables exaggerating the serious- 
ness of the present crisis. There seems 
little justification for reading into the 
quite understandable impatience of the 
German people with their unwieldly “‘par- 
liamentarianism,” a threat to end the 
republican régime. 

Certain facts bearing on the ministerial 
crisis may be stated: 

1. The Miiller Cabinet contained four 
Socialists (including the Chancellor), two 
Democrats, two People’s party members 
(including Stresemann), one Catholic Cen- 
trist, one Bavarian People’s party mem- 
ber and one independent. 

2. On February 6 von Guérard, the 
Centrist Minister of Transportation and 
for the Occupied Areas, resigned. Osten- 
sibly his resignation was due to the failure 
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of the Center party to receive the promise 
of three seats in a reconstituted Miiller 
Ministry. And for the first time in ten 
years, the Center, which has consistently 
held the balance of power in the Reich, 
is not represented in the government. 
The actual reasons for von Guérard’s 
resignation are far from clear; the Ger- 
man press itself is mystified. However, 
the last party convention of the Center, 
held in Cologne in December, showed a 
grave rift between the Right and Left 
wings of the party and increasing dis- 
satisfaction on the part of the Catholic 
labor unions. 

3. The general political situation has 
been further complicated by the insistence 
of the People’s party that it be given 
adequate representation in the Prussian 
State Government, which for years, under 
the able leadership of Dr. Otto Braun, 
has been predominantly Socialist. The 
People’s party makes its participation in 
the Reich Government in a_ so-called 
“Grand Coalition” of Socialists, Demo- 
crats, Centrists and People’s party for 
which Miller has been striving, dependent 
on representation in the Prussian Gov- 
ernment. And in the meantime the 
People’s party refuses to support the 
Reich budget, strongly criticizing the ap- 
propriations for social legislation so dear 
to the Socialists and the size of the grants 
to separate states of the Reich which the 
Center party supports. Thus the moot 
question of a loose federal vs. a strong 
unitary State for the Reich again crops 
up to complicate the situation. 

4. The Nationalists, relieved of gov- 
ernmental responsibility and under the 
leadership of Dr. Hugenberg, the German 
Northcliffe, have seized this opportunity 
to agitate against the present parliamen- 
tary system. 

5. The last general election, in May 
1928, gave a strong mandate to the Left 
parties and in particular to Dr. Strese- 
mann’s conciliatory foreign policy. A 
German cabinet without Stresemann as 
Foreign Minister appears’ unthinkable. 
In the final analysis any attempted coup 
on the part of the extreme Nationalists 
at this time would undoubtedly unify the 
parties which won the May election and 
pull them out of the present political 
slough. It is to be hoped that the crisis 
will be solved long before any such action 
develops. M. S. W. 


Falsehood in War-Time, by Arthur Ponsonby, 
M. P. New York, Dutton & Company, 1928. 
Mr. Ponsonby’s vigorous exposures of the 

propaganda conducted by both groups of bellig- 

erents during the World War sounds a grave 
warning against credulity and hysteria. 
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